
As you may know, I’m a huge fan of Taylor Swift. I was lucky to attend the Eras Tour in 
November 2024 with my daughter. The show opens with a mashup of Taylor’s music 
from all her different albums, or Eras, the centerpiece of the mashup being “Miss 
Americana and the Heartbreak Prince.” The key words repeated over and over, and then 
the first live words of the show, are “It’s been a long time coming…”  
 
Well, it’s been a long time coming for First United, but you finally have a permanent 
Senior Pastor! Pastor Travis Kern will join the staff August 1, and a new Era begins for 
this congregation.  
 
The Bible is peppered with examples of waiting. God’s people waited to be delivered 
from slavery at the hands of Pharoah in Egypt. Hannah prayed and wept and waited to 
be blessed with a child. The world waited for a Savior.  
 
In a conversation I had today, someone told me “I know God has a plan, and has 
everything figured out. I don’t know what it is, but I am trying to figure it out.”  
 
We don’t know God’s plan or God’s timing exactly, but in times like these, we can lean 
on the stories of faith and our own experience of how God comes through for us. I’ve 
found that when I worry about what comes next, God always makes a way for me. I 
know he will for you, and for all of us.  
 
It’s been a long time coming…but the promise of the resurrection is one of hope and 
new life. May God richly bless you, and FULC, in this new day. 
 
Pastor Heidi Borkenhagen 
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FULC HAPPENINGS  2 

Our Staff 
Transition Pastor • Heidi Borkenhagen 

Director of Music Ministries • Matthew Thorne 
Children & Family/Great Beginnings Preschool             

Administrator • Mary Gorges 
Youth/Technology • Thom Nicla 

Church Administrator/ 
Discipleship  • Debbie Schneider 

Administrative Assistant • Kelly Stoelb 
Preschool Lead Teacher  • Ellen Yedica 

Financial Secretary/Community Ministry • Cheryl Nicholson 

July Worship Schedule 
 

Thursday, July 3 
NO WORSHIP SERVICE 

 
Sunday, July 6 

9:30 AM - Traditional Worship Service 
 

Thursday, July 10 
6:30 PM - Contemporary Worship Service 

 
Sunday, July 13 

9:30 AM - Traditional Worship Service 
 

Thursday, July 17 
6:30 PM - Contemporary Worship Service 

 
Sunday, July 20 
ASP SUNDAY 

9:30 AM - Traditional Worship Service 
 

Thursday, July 24 
6:30 PM - Contemporary Worship Service 

 
 

Sunday, July 27 
9:30 AM - Traditional Worship Service 

 
 

Thursday, July 31 
6:30 PM - Contemporary Worship Service 



FULC NEWS 3 

 

 

 

 

A MESSAGE FROM THE CALL 
COMMITTEE AND CONGREGATION 

COUNCIL 
 
On behalf of the Congregation Council and 
Call Committee, we are elated to announce, 
by unanimous congregation vote, Pastor 
Travis Kern will be the next senior pastor of 
First United Lutheran Church. 
 
On June 6,  Pastor Kern met with the 
council and then with the staff. On June 7, 
we held a conversation with Pastor Kern 
with a brat fry afterwards at FULC. 
Members were able to meet Pastor Kern as 
well as his wife, Heidi, and their daughters, 
Hannah and Lydia. 
 
On June 8, we shared more about why the 
call committee felt Pastor Kern was the 
right candidate for FULC and gave members 
an opportunity to ask questions. After the 
congregation vote in the affirmative, Pastor 
Kern addressed the congregation and he 
and his family joined us for service. 
 
The Kern family plans on moving to 
Sheboygan in stages but Pastor Kern will be 
starting in early August. 
 
As we start a new phase in the history of 
FULC, we give our thanks and praise to the 
staff for their dedication and 
professionalism always! Also, we encourage 
and welcome EVERYONE to attend service 
this summer and prayerfully seek out 
opportunities to be more involved at FULC 
and in serving our community and beyond. 
 
Respectfully, 
Sue Ader, Council President and  
Tracy Cinealis, Call Chairperson 



Birthdays & Other News  4 

First United FOOD PANTRY 
HOURS 

 

If you or anyone you know needs 
food, please check out our Food 

Pantry located in the Serenity 
Room. The front office can assist 

you if you need help.  
 

2nd & 4th Weeks of the Month 
Mondays    9AM - 12PM 

Wednesdays 1PM - 4:00PM 

 2   Mike Offenbecher 
  Parker Reinhart 
  Lucas Schermetzler 
  James Wray   
 3  Leia Meade 
  Kristin Murphy 
  Roger Saeger 
 4   Tom Olmsted 
  William Rupnick 
  Bryce Susen 
 5   Lauren McGowan 
  Claire Mikkelson 
  Joan Offenbecher 
 6  Ginny Mikkelson 
  Margot Rudlaff 
 7   Paula Dick 
  Michael Gorges 
  Getahun Green 
  Courtney Kissinger 
  Lois Sachse 
  Doug Strauss 
  8  Annette Schaefer 
  Laurie Seymour 
  9  Jackson Hein 
  Thomas Lampe 
  Kim Mentch 
  Dale Ullestad-Heneke 
  Michael Winkler 
10 Jacob Grabowski 
  Jessica Hein 
  Teagan Lilyquist 
  August Montemayor 
11 Alexander Knowles 
  Chloe Pelzel 
  Christina Williams 
12 Mary Dekker 
  Marilyn Froh 
  Nora Modjewski 
  Grace Cing Sian Hung 
13 Kyle Karstaedt 
  Ryan Menart 
14 Eric Kletzien 
  Ginnie Romaine 
  Cing Lam Vung 
15 Doris Backes 
  Cin Khua Lun 
16 Elizabeth Crisp 
17 Chad Baumann 
  Sue Kieffer 
  Skye Ostermann 
  Claire Roberts 
18 Nicole Billmann 
  Kayla Billmann 
  Linda Brandt 
   
 

 
 

  Dan Roberts 
19 Mary Ullestad-Heneke 
20 Adeline Cooper 
  Danielle Ohl 
  Lynette Pittner 
  Brian Seymour 
21 Mary Hedlund 
  Henry Wittstock 
22 Jacob Aldag 
  John Deltgen 
  Lauren Larson 
  Roxy Mueller 
  Pau Sian Vaan 
23 George Dippold 
  Sophia Jackson 
  Doris Willgrubs 
24 Tracy Cinealis 
  Keegan Reinhart 
  Travis Tock 
  Kim Warden 
26 Ron Clarke 
  Adlai Hullin 
  Patricia Prigge 
27 David Crisp 
  Jon Dielentheis 
  Missy Eirich 
  Keith Potter 
  Jane Wautlet 
28 July Thein Hally 
  Alexa Jacobchick 
  Steve Shircel 
29 Keith Grabowski 
  Gena Nelson 
30 Cami Daun 
  Greta Thoresen 
31 Emma Belmore  
  Kailin Gannaway 
    

Growing In God’s Love 
Gardening 

 
Wednesdays in June were so 
much fun as we learned about 
and cared for God’s creatures 
and plants! Of course our 
very first session we spent 
planting seeds and flowers, 
then from there we made 
sure to water them every 
week. We searched for bugs, 
butterflies, and birds, heard 
stories about God’s creatures 
and sang a silly song about a 
worm. We painted stones, 
built brick bugs, colored bug 
hotels, and made fairy art! It 
was fun for all!  



       

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  1 
1:15 PM Staff 
Meeting 
 

2 
9:00 AM Wednesday 
Guys 
6:00 PM Laundry 
Love 

3 
NO WORSHIP  
SERVICE 
 
9:00 AM Prayer 
Group  

4 
OFFICE 
CLOSED 

5 

6 
CHRISTMAS IN JULY 
STARTS 
 
9:30 AM  
Traditional Worship  
Service  
 

7 
 

8 
1:15 PM Staff 
Meeting 
 

9 
9:00 AM Wednesday 
Guys 
 

10 
9:00 AM Prayer 
Group  
4:00 PM Finance 
Committee 
5:00 PM Community 
Freezer Meals 
6:30 PM  
Contemporary  
Worship Service 

11 
 

12 
 

13 
9:30 AM Traditional 
Worship Service 
 

14 
9:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
Food Pantry 
9:30 AM Art & Music 
Space Camp 
 

15 
9:30 AM Art & 
Music Space Camp 
1:15 PM Staff 
Meeting 
 
 

16 
9:00 AM Wednesday 
Guys 
9:30 AM Art & Music 
Space Camp 
1:00 PM - 4:00 PM 
Food Pantry 
4:30 PM Exec Team 

17 
9:00 AM Prayer 
Group  
9:30 AM Art & Music 
Space Camp 
5:00 PM Holy 
Knitters 
6:30 PM  
Contemporary  
Worship Service 

18 
 

19 
 

20 
ASP SUNDAY 
 
9:30 AM Traditional 
Worship 
10:30 AM ASP 
Slideshow 

21 
6:30 PM  
Congregation Council  
 

22 
1:15 PM Staff 
Meeting 
 
 

23 
9:00 AM Wednesday 
Guys 
 

24 
9:00 AM Prayer 
Group 
6:30 PM  
Contemporary  
Worship Service 

25 
 

26 
 

27 
9:30 AM Traditional 
Worship Service 
 
 

28 
9:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
Food Pantry 
 
 
 

29 
1:15 PM Staff 
Meeting 
 

30 
9:00 AM Wednesday 
Guys 
1:00 PM - 4:00 PM 
Food Pantry 

31 
END OF  
CHRISTMAS IN JULY 
 
9:00 AM Prayer 
Group 
5:00 PM Grief  
Warriors 
6:30 PM  
Contemporary  
Worship Service 

  

C a l e n d a r  o f  E v e n t s  July 
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3518 Kohler Memorial Dr.

pizzaranch.com
 920-395-2506

H.C. DENISON 
COMPANY

Investment Securities  
Since 1928

www.hcdenison.com

Member of FINRA/SIPC

457-9451 
618 N. 7th St.

Superior
Lawn and

Garden Center
llc
Phone:

(920) 467-2031

6510 Superior Ave.
Kohler, WI 53044 

www.superiorlawngarden.com
OWNERS JOHN & GAIL BEHRENS II

641 S. Taylor Dr. 

4225 State Hwy. 42 

2510 Washington Ave. 

Sheboygan WI

 

 

 

 

FUNERAL HOME & 
 CREMATION SERVICES

ReinboldFH.com 

452-7711

1201 N. 8th Street, Sheboygan, WI 53081 
920-457-4455 

www.BallhornChapels.com

W2132 Garton Road, Sheboygan, WI 53083 
920-565-2331 

www.ZimmerFuneralHome.com

Great Beginnings  Great Beginnings  
PreschoolPreschool

For More Information go to:  

www.firstunitedelca.org/great-beginnings

Contact us at: (920) 452-2401 or 

preschool@firstunitedelca.org

2401 Kohler Memorial Drive • Sheboygan, WI 53081

REGISTRATION IS OPEN!

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 

Place Your Ad Here  
and Support Our Parish!

 

CONTACT ME  
Amanda Scott

 

ascott@4LPi.com 
(800) 950-9952 x1054
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Celebrating Over 40 Years of Excellence

Sheboygan-Plymouth
• Siding • Trim • Windows • Doors

452-HOME (4663)
Show Room: 1719 S. 8th St., Sheboygan

Providing service 
for all your 

plumbing needs

920-627-4242

Don’t Sleep With A Drip!

Here for the Moments that MatterHere for the Moments that Matter

Brats • Fresh Meats • Smoked Meats • And More

4811 Venture Dr, Sheboygan, WI 53083 

(920) 565-6328(920) 565-6328

Meadowland
Credit Union

Where People Are 
Worth More Than Money

1040 North Main Street
Sheboygan Falls

www.meadowlandcu.org
920-467-8105

Tree removal to 15” inch diameter 
Complete Stump removal 15” deep 
Tree Trimming up to 20’ feet high

We will remove it like it was  
never even there...
Experienced, Licensed, Insured

Nick Biendarra
Sheboygan, WI
920-451-0553
Cell 920-698-0214
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Coming Soon . . .  
First United Lutheran Church 
2401 Kohler Memorial Drive 
Sheboygan, WI 53081 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

You are invited to join us for in-person and online Worship Services: 
Facebook page:  First United Lutheran Church  -  ELCA 

YouTube channel:  First United Lutheran Church  -  Sheboygan WI 
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